[Prognostic significance of lymph node metastasis in the neck from squamous cell carcinoma in the oral cavity--analysis of 122 cases].
122 patients with squamous cell carcinoma of the oral cavity as treated by radical neck dissection in our hospital are presented. All were followed for more than 5 years. The results indicated that prognosis was better in patients with negative lymph nodes than those with positive nodes, with the former giving a 5 year survival rate twice as high. It was most common for metastasis to develop in the upper deep cervical lymph nodes, the prognosis of which was relatively good after radical surgery. The other prognostic factor was the number of metastatic lymph nodes, more or less than 3. The prognosis was inversely proportional to the number and size of the nodes. The prognosis was poor if the node became fixed, matted and indurated.